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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 78 was objected to because of the following infonnalities: applicant should 
replace "attaching" with "stitching". Appropriate correction is required. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 78 - 80 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the claimed objection, 
set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claims 74, 75, 84. 85 and 87 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable If rewritten in Independent fomi including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claim 74, the prior art does not teach or render obvious the total 
combination as claimed including a method further comprising two means of attaching 
substantially along the same attachment points on the jacket covering and the base 
cover. 

With respect to claim 78, the prior art does not teach or render obvious the total 
combination as claimed including a method of manufacturing an anti-marking cover for 
a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press comprising providing a flexible jacket 
covering sized about equal to or slightly larger than the cylinder base cover, stitching a 
first edge of the flexible jacket covering to a corresponding first edge of a cylinder base 
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cover, adjusting the amount of movement of the flexible jacket covering relative to the 
cylinder base cover in a first direction, stitching a second edge of the flexible jacket 
covering to a corresponding second edge of the cylinder base cover, stitching a third 
edge of the flexible jacket covering to a corresponding edge of the cylinder base cover, 
adjusting the amount of movement of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder 
base cover in a second direction and stitching a fourth edge of the flexible jacket 
covering to a corresponding fourth edge of the cylinder base cover. 

With respect to claim 84, the prior art does not teach or render obvious the total 
combination as claimed including a method wherein step (d) further comprises: (i) 
stitching a first edge of the flexible jacket covering to a corresponding first edge of the 
cylinder base cover, (ii) adjusting the amount of movement of the flexible jacket 
covering relative to the cylinder base cover in a first direction; (lii) stitching a second 
edge of the flexible jacket covering to a corresponding second edge of the cylinder base 
cover; (iv) stitching a third edge of the flexible jacket covering to a to corresponding third 
edge of the cylinder base cover; (v) adjusting the amount of movement of the flexible 
jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover in a second direction and (vi) stitching 
a fourth edge of the flexible jacket covering to a corresponding fourth edge of the 
cylinder base cover. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wliich forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 57 - 71 , 76, 81 , 82, 83, 86 and 98 - 1 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over DeMoore et al. (5,907,998) in view Koelsch 

(6.318.261). 

DeMoore et al. teaches a method of manufacturing an anti-marking cover (Fig. 3) 
for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press comprising providing a cylinder base 
cover (See col. 3, lines 61 - 65), providing a flexible jacket covering (See Abstract) of a 
defined size with respect to the cylinder base cover and wherein the flexible jacket 
covering and on the cylinder base cover combined with the size of the flexible jacket 
covering with respect to the cylinder base cover defines a fixed amount of movement of 
unattached portions of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover 
(See col. 3, lines 47 - 59). 

However, DeMoore et al. does not teach stitching the flexible jacket covering to 
the cylinder base cover. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 
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It would have been obvious to modify Demoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection of DeMoore et al. with stitching, since Koelsch 
teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together components of a cylinder 
assembly. 

With respect to claims 57 and 59, applicant's claims of delivering the stitched 
anti-marking cover to the end user after the stitching is completed, it should be noted 
that such would occur when a user takes possession of the transfer cylinder with 
attached anti-marking cover. 

With respect to claims 58 and 60, DeMoore et al. does not teach the method 
wherein the flexible jacket covering and cylinder base cover are stitched along their 
edges. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify Demoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection on the edges of DeMoore et al. with stitching, 
since Koelsch teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together 
components of a cylinder assembly. 

With respect to claim 61 , DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the edges 
of the flexible jacket covering are bonded by the adhesive (See col. 13, lines 1-10) 
such that fraying thereof is minimized. 
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With respect to claim 62, DelVloore et al. teaches the method wherein the fixed 
amount of movement is effective to provide anti-marl^ing support and transfer of 
processed substrates during printing operations (See col. 4, lines 5 - 25). 

With respect to claim 63, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the fixed 
amount of movememt Is from about 1/16 to about 4 inches in the weft direction and from 
about 1/32 to about 1 inch in the warp direction (See col. 10, lines 61 - 65). 

With respect to claim 64,Demoore et al. teaches the method wherein the fixed 
amount of movement is such that an end play of the flexible jacket covering relative to 
the cylinder base cover is about equal on a cylinder gripper end and a cylinder tail end 
of the anti-marking cover (See col. 10, lines 59 - 67). 

With respect to claim 65, the method wherein the flexible jacket covering (Fig. 3) 
is centered circumferentially as well as longitudinally upon installation of the anti- 
marking cover on the transfer cylinder. 

With respect to claim 66, Demoore et al. teaches the method wherein the fixed 
amount of movement accounts for tightening of the flexible jacket covering upon 
installation of the anti-mari<ing cover on the transfer cylinder (See col. 10, lines 59 - 67). 

With respect to claim 67, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the fixed 
amount of movement accounts for a reduction in relative movement in the weft direction 
between the flexible jacket covering and the cylinder base cover upon installation of the 
anti-mari<ing cover on the transfer cylinder (See col. 10, lines 61 - 65). 

With respect to claim 68, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the flexible 
jacket covering further comprises alignment stripes (See col. 10, lines 25 - 30) running 
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in the warp direction and the amount of end play is about equal to the distance between 
the alignment stripes. 

With respect to claim 69, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the amount 
of end play is about 3/4 inch (See col. 10, lines 61 - 65). 

With respect to claim 70, Demoore et al. teaches the method wherein the 
cylinder base cover comprises a film (See col. 1 1 , lines 1 - 20). 

With respect to claim 71 , DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the film 
further comprises a fluoropolymer coating on a polymer layer and the coating faces the 
flexible jacket covering (See col. 1 1 , lines 1 - 20). 

With respect to claim 76, DeMoore et al. teaches a method of manufacturing an 
anti-marking cover (Fig. 3) for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press, comprising 
providing a flexible jacket covering (58) and a cylinder base cover (56) and fixing an 
amount of movement of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover 
and wherein the fixed amount of movement eliminates the need to properly align the 
flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover during installation of the anti- 
marking cover on the printing press (See col. 4, lines 56 - 67 and col. 5, lines 1 - 5). 

However, DeMoore et al. does not teach a flexible jacket covering relative to the 
cylinder base cover are attached by stitching. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify Demoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection of DeMoore et al. with stitching, since Koelsch 



Application/Control Number: 10/083,785 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2854 

teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together components of a cylinder 
assembly. 

With respect to claim 81 , DeMoore et al. teaches a method of manufacturing an 
anti-marking cover for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press (Fig. 3) comprising, 
providing a cylinder base cover (56) sized to fit the transfer cylinder, providing a flexible 
jacket covering (58) sized about equal to or slightly larger than the cylinder base cover, 
applying adhesive strips (See col. 13, lines 1 - 10) to the edges of the cylinder base 
cover and attaching the edges of the flexible jacket covering to the edges of the cylinder 
base cover via the adhesive strips. 

With respect to claim 82, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the 
adhesive (See col. 13, lines 1-10) strips are heat set tape and the edges are attached 
via heating the heat set tape. 

With respect to claim 83, DeMoore et al. teaches the method wherein the heat 
set tape further comprises a layer of pressure sensitive adhesive (See col. 1 3, lines 1 - 
10) on one side, and the heat set tape is applied to the edges of the cylinder base cover 
via the pressure sensitive adhesive. 

With respect to claim 86, DeMoore et al. does not teach stitching the edges of 
the flexible jacket covering to the edges of the cylinder base cover. " 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify DeMoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection of DeMoore et al. with stitching, since Koelsch 
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teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together components of a cylinder 
assembly. 

With respect to claim 98, DeMoore et al. teaches an anti-marking cover for a 
transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press comprising a flexible jacket covering adhered 
to a cylinder base cover (See col. 13, lines 3-11). 

However, DeMoore et al. does not teach stitching the flexible jacket covering 
adhered to a cylinder base cover. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a earner sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify Oemoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection of DeMoore et al. with stitching, since Koelsch 
teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together components of a cylinder 
assembly. 

With respect to applicant claims of stitching with respect to the movement of the 
components, since DeMoore et al. teaches to have loose movement (See col. 12, lines 
22 - 34) of the covering it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for 
DeMoore to have the stitching locations on the flexible jacket covering and the cylinder 
base cover fix the amount of movement of the flexible jacket covering relative to the 
cylinder base cover . 

With respect to claims 99 and 101, DeMoore et al. does not teach the anti- 
marking cover further comprises the flexible jacket covering adhered to the cylinder 
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base cover wherein the flexible jacket covering and cylinder base cover are stitched and 
adhered along their edges. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a earner sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify Demoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col.13, lines 1-10) connection on the edges of DeMoore et al. with stitching, 
since Koelsch teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together 
components of a cylinder assembly. 

With respect to claim 100, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-mari^ing cover further 
comprising the flexible jacket covering adhered to the cylinder base cover (See col. 13, 
lines 3 -12). 

With respect to claim 102, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the adhesive (See col. 13, lines 1 - 10) bonds the edges of the flexible jacket 
covering such that fraying thereof is minimized . 

With respect to claim 103, Demoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the fixed amount of movement is effective to provide anti-marking support and 
transfer of processed substrates during printing operations (See col. 10, lines 59 - 67). 

With respect to claim 104, DeMoore et al. teaches the and-marking cover 
wherein the fixed amount of movement is from about 1/16 to about 4 inches in the well 
direction and from about 1/32 to about 1 inch in the warp direction (See col. 10, lines 61 
-65). 
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With respect to claim 105, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the fixed amount of movement (See col. 1 1 , lines 12 - 17) is such that an end 
play of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover Is about equal on a 
cylinder gripper end and a cylinder tail end of the anti-marking cover 

With respect to claim 106, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the flexible jacket covering is centered circumferentially as well as longitudinally 
upon installation of the anti-marking cover on the transfer cylinder (Fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 107, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the fixed amount of movement (See col. 1 1 , lines 12-17) accounts for 
tightening of the flexible jacket covering upon installation of the anti- marking cover on 
the transfer cylinder. 

With respect to claim 108, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the fixed amount of movement accounts for a reduction in relative movement in 
the weft direction between the flexible jacket covering and the cylinder base cover upon 
installation of the anti-marking cover on the transfer cylinder (See col. 4, lines 56 - 66 
and col. 5, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 109, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the flexible jacket covering further comprises alignment stripes running in the 
warp direction, and the amount of end play is about equal to the distance between the 
alignment stripes (See col. 10, 23 - 66). 

With respect to claim 110, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the amount of end play is about 3/4 inch (See col. 10, lines 59 - 67). 
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With respect to claim 111, DeMoore et al. teaches an anti-marl(ing cover for a 
transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press, comprising a flexible jacket covering attached 
to a cylinder base cover, wherein the attachment is not a releasable attachment (See 
col. 13, lines 3- 11). 

With respect to claim 112, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover 
wherein the attachment locations on the flexible jacket covering and the cylinder base 
cover fix the amount of movement of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder 
base cover (See col. 10, 23 - 66). 

Claims 88 - 97 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeMoore et al. (5,979,322). in view Koelsch (6,31 8,261 ). 

With respect to claim 88, Demoore et al. teachers an anti-marking cover (Fig. 3) 
for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press comprising a flexible jacket covering (68) 
adhered to a cylinder base cover (62) wherein the cylinder base cover comprises a film 
(See col. 1 1, lines 10 - 20), and wherein the attachment locations on the flexible jacket 
covering and the cylinder base cover fix the amount of movement of the unattached 
portions of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover (See col. 12, 
lines 19-33). 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. ' ' 

It would have been obvious to modify DeMoore et al. to replace the attachment 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection on the edges of DeMoore et al. with stitching. 
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since Koelsch teaclies that stitching is a secure means for attaching together 
components of a cylinder assembly. 

With respect to claim 89 and 91 . DeMoore et al. does not teach the anti-marking 
cover wherein the flexible jacket covering and cylinder base cover are stitched along 
their edges. 

Koelsch teaches stitching together an edge strip (50) and a carrier sheet (36) of a 
printing device. 

It would have been obvious to modify Demoore et al. to replace the adhesive 
(See col. 13, lines 1-10) connection on the edges of DeMoore et al. with stitching, 
since Koelsch teaches that stitching is a secure means for attaching together 
components of a cylinder assembly. 

With respect to claim 90, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover further 
comprising the flexible jacket covering adhered to the cylinder base cover (See col. 13, 
lines 3- 11) 

With respect to claim 92, DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover wherein 
the film comprises a polymer layer (See col. 1 1 , lines 1 0 - 20). 

With respect to claim 93, DeMoore et al. the anti-marking cover wherein the film 
further comprises a coating on the polymer layer (See col. 1 1 , lines 1 0 - 20). 

With respect to claim 94, Demoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover wherein 
the coating faces the flexible jacket covering and further comprises a fluoropolymer 
(See col. 8, Iines24 - 27). 
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With respect to claim 95. Del\^oore et al. teaclies tlie anti-marl<ing cover wherein 
the flexible jacket covering comprises a fabric, wherein the fabric further comprises 
cotton, hemp, wool. silk, linen, nylon, rayon, polyester, polyacrylate. polyolefin, 
polyimide, polyamide, or combinations thereof (See col. 8, lineslO - 15). 

With respect to claim 96. Demoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover wherein 
the flexible jacket covering further comprises alignment stripes (See col. 9. lines 17 - 
20). 

With respect to claim 97. DeMoore et al. teaches the anti-marking cover wherein 
the flexible jacket covering further comprises a fabric having alignment stripes fomned 
from conductive strands (See col. 9. lines 17 - 48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fonn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - ' - 

. (b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application ifbr patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 72, 73 and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by DeMoore et al. (5.979,322) 

With respect to claim 72. Demoore et al. teaches a method of manufacturing anti- 
marking cover for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press (Fig. 3). comprising 
providing a cylinder base cover (Fig. 3. 62), providing a flexible jacket covering (Fig. 3. 
68) of a defined size with respect to the cylinder base cover, attaching (See col. 3. lines 
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45 - 56) the jacket covering to tlie base cover where the location of the attaching on 
the jacket covering and on the base cover combined with use size of the flexible jacket 
covering with respect to the base cover defines a fixed amount of movement of 
unattached portions of the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base cover, 
wherein the attaching is not releasable attaching (See col. 3, lines 26 - 56). 

With respect to claim 72, applicant's claims of delivering the anti-marking cover 
to the end user after the stitching Is completed, it should be noted that such would occur 
when a user takes possession of the transfer cylinder with attached anti-marking cover. 

With respect to claim 73, Demoore et al. teaches the method wherein the flexible 
jacket covering and cylinder base cover are attached along their edges (Fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 77, DeMoore et al. teaches a method of manufacturing an 
anti-marking cover for a transfer cylinder in a rotary printing press (Fig. 2), comprising 
providing a flexible jacket covering (Fig. 3, 68) and a cylinder base cover (Fig. 3, 62) 
and fixing an amount of movement (See col. 2, lines 1 5 - 25) of the flexible jacket 
covering relative to the cylinder base cover by attaching (See col. 3, lines 45 - 56) the 
flexible jacket covering to the cylinder base cover, wherein the attaching is not 
releasable attaching and the fixed amount of movement eliminates the need to properly 
align the flexible jacket covering relative to the cylinder base covei* during installation of 
the anti-marking cover on the printing press. 

Response to Arguments 



I 



Application/Control Number: 10/083,785 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2854 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 57-112 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Specifically, DeMoore et al. teaches 
having a flexible jacket covering attached to a cylinder base cover. Koelsch teaches 
stitching as an adhering means for the two components. 

With respect to applicant claim of having " a fixed amount of movement", 
DeMoore et al. teaches to have some relative movement of the components so that 
they can be easily attached and properly aligned onto the transfer cylinder for use. 

With respect to applicant's argument of "releasable attaching". Examiner 
maintains his arguments that any attachment can be "released" with sufficient time, 
effort and force. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marvin P. Crenshaw whose telephone number is (571) 
272-21 58. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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